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WRIT DENIED

Relator, Willie Brown, seeks this Court’s supervisory review of the trial
court’s denial of his motion to correct an illegal sentence, rendered on January

6, 2026. On the showing made, we deny the writ application.

By way of background, on April 3, 2019, pursuant to a plea agreement,
relator pled guilty to attempted armed robbery, violations of La. R.S. 14:27,
14:64, and 14:64.3. He was sentenced to seventeen years imprisonment at hard
labor without the benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence.

Relator did not appeal.

On December 12, 2025, relator filed his Motion to Correct an Illegal
Sentence with the district court. In it, relator asserted that his guilty plea form

reflected the wrong criminal statute, i.e., La. R.S. 14:54, which was repealed in



2008, instead of the statute for armed robbery, La. R.S. 14:64. On January 6,
2026, the district court denied relief.! In his current writ application, relator
argues that his “constitutionally invalid” guilty plea form containing a repealed

statute rendered his “entire plea unknowing and unintelligently made.”

La. C.Cr.P. art. 882(A) states: “An illegal sentence may be corrected at
any time by the court that imposed the sentence or by an appellate court on
review.” Because relator’s filing below did not point to a claimed illegal term
in his sentence, but rather challenged the voluntariness of his guilty plea, he did
not raise a claim cognizable in a motion to correct an illegal sentence.
Accordingly, the “at any time” language of La. C.Cr.P. art. 882 does not apply

to relator’s filing.

To the extent that relator is seeking post-conviction relief,? his claim is
untimely pursuant to La. C.Cr.P. art. 930.8(A), which provides in pertinent part:
“No application for post-conviction relief including applications which seek an
out-of-time appeal, shall be considered if it is filed more than two years after
the judgment of conviction and sentence has become final ... .” See Carlin v.
Cain, 97-2390 (La. 3/13/98), 706 So.2d 968 (appellate courts may raise the
time-bar of La. C.Cr.P. art. 930.8 sua sponte). Relator pled guilty and was
sentenced on April 3, 2019 and did not file a motion for an appeal. Thus, his

conviction and sentence became final in 2019.3

Moreover, relator’s claim is repetitive, as relator previously raised the
same grounds in a “motion to correct an illegal plea of guilty,” filed in the
district court on June 16, 2025, which the trial court also denied as repetitive.
Relator sought review of the district court’s January 16, 2025 ruling with this
Court. State v. Brown, 25-419, 2025 WL 2654930 (La. App. 5 Cir. 9/16/25).

! Relator failed to include a copy of the January 6, 2026 ruling by the district court
that forms the basis for his request for review as required by Uniform Rules—Courts of
Appeal, Rule 4-5(C)(6). According to relator, he misplaced his copy of the district court’s
January 6, 2026 ruling. The ruling in question is contained in relator’s official record.

2 Courts should “look through the caption of the pleadings in order to ascertain their
substance and to do substantial justice.” See State v. Moses, 05-787 (La. App. 5 Cir. 5/9/06),
932 So.2d 701, 706, writ denied, 06-2171 (La. 4/5/07), 954 So.2d 140.

3 If a defendant fails to move for an appeal within the thirty-day period set forth in
La. C.Cr.P. art. 914, as here, the conviction and sentence become final. See State v. Williams,
16-32 (La. App. 5 Cir. 8/24/16), 199 So.3d 1205, 1209.



This Court denied relator’s writ application on the basis that it was untimely

filed with this Court.

Accordingly, relator is not entitled to the relief he seeks. This writ

application is denied.

Gretna, Louisiana, this 16th day of April, 2026.
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